It was therefore of interest to ascertain the nucleotide substitution causing the E501K change in albumin Vancouver. This was done when blood from the original family became available. Using DNA prepared by a standard method, the procedures of the polymerase chain reaction, Southern blotting and hybridization were followed as described previously. 3 The result (Table I) The known effects of variant albumins in clinical biochemistry and medical diagnosis have already been listed.! A further possible role for these naturally occurring variants may be in the epidemiology and treatment of HIV. 
